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Alex, we salute you!
MOST teenagers would be happy with 
a replica soccer shirt or a new XBox for 
their 17th birthday.

But not Alex Faroppa: he got his pilot’s 
licence; and amazingly, he’d only had his 
first flight in a microlight less than a year 
earlier.

Alex is in Lower Sixth Form at Stonar 
School in Atworth, Wiltshire, studying 
A-level economics, geography and phys-
ics and completing an Extended Project 
Qualification titled: Will aviation ever 
become fully autonomous?  

He’s also just about to embark on a Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award expedition.

“There aren’t many birthday presents 
that can compete with gaining a pilot’s 
licence, and I was fortunate enough to 
achieve exactly that on my 17th birth-
day,” he said.

“My journey into microlighting began 
when I was 16. Aviation had always inter-
ested me, but it was through attending 
a newly-formed British Young Pilots 
aviation club at Stonar School that I first 
became properly involved with flying. 

“Wanting to see what it was really like, 
I booked a half-hour introductory flight 
with BYP at Membury airfield, and I had 
no idea how important that flight would 
turn out to be.

“During that lesson, I met instructor 
Dave Cox, who felt I had a natural apti-
tude for flying and spoke with my parents 
about dedicating time to focus on gaining 
my licence. 

“What followed was a remarkable 
period of encouragement, support and 
hard work. 

“Dave was one half of the instructional 
team that guided me through my training, 
alongside Mark Hayter. Between them, 
they provided not only excellent instruc-
tion, but also the confidence and mentor-
ship that every student pilot needs. Both 
are outstanding instructors, each bring-
ing their own strengths to the cockpit.

“Flying with Dave was always enjoya-
ble. He has a great sense of humour and 
an ability to make lessons memorable. 

“One of my favourite training memo-
ries comes from my circuit practice. On 
occasions when my height around the 
circuit wasn’t quite what it should have 
been, Dave would start making cow 
noises over the intercom to let me know 
I was getting a little too close to the local 
livestock. 

“It was a light-hearted way of making 
an important point, and it’s a lesson I 
never forgot.

“Mark instilled a strong sense of disci-
pline and professionalism in all my flights, 

pushing me to be the best I could be. 
“His attention to detail and emphasis 

on doing things correctly helped build the 
foundations of my flying to ensure that I’d 
be a safe pair of hands for my passengers 
and myself. 

“Even now, after gaining my licence, 
Mark and Dave continue to offer guid-
ance and mentorship, helping me develop 
as a pilot and encouraging me to keep 
learning, always happy to take a phone 
call or a text from me making sure I’m OK. 

“Those lessons in discipline and good 
airmanship are things I know will stay 
with me throughout my flying career.

“Both instructors gave me support 
in the classroom for my ground exams, 
using their expertise to explain things in 
memorable ways, relating them to real-
life situations and using aids and text 
materials to support me.

“Learning to fly and take ground exams 
while balancing school commitments and 
having a weekend job was not always 
easy, but every lesson brought new chal-
lenges, new achievements and a growing 
appreciation for the freedom that avia-
tion offers. 

“Looking back, it is remarkable to think 
how a single trial lesson at Membury 
developed into a journey that culminated 
in earning my licence on the day I turned 
17, and while receiving the licence was a 
proud moment, what stands out most is 
the people who made it possible. 

“The support of my parents, the belief 
that Dave showed in me from the very 
beginning and the dedication and men-
torship provided by both Dave and Mark 
were all crucial parts of the journey. 

“I would also like to thank Patrick Tame, 
whose work in setting up British Young 
Pilots helped make all of this possible. 
Through BYP, I was introduced to oppor-
tunities in aviation that ultimately led me 
towards gaining my licence.

“Achieving my microlight licence on 

Alex Faroppa at BMAA HQ with his shiny 
new licence

Now there’s a happy chap. Alex Faroppa 
after getting his licence on his 17th 
birthday

my 17th birthday is a milestone I will 
always be proud of, but I see it as just 
the beginning. 

“So, what next? I’m now learning to drive 
a car (!) and am enjoying taking friends and 
family out on flights as their pilot.

“My ambition is to become a commer-
cial airline pilot, and I hope this achieve-
ment will be the first step towards a long 
and successful career in aviation.”

Wing ding
THE next BMAA online club night is a 
Wings special. 

“We’ll be focusing on how to get 
involved, finding courses, planning and 
flying the nav challenges, and hopefully 
a chat with some Wings award holders 
about their adventures,” said BMAA 
Wings guru Cath Spence.

It’s on 12 August at 7pm, and details of 
how to join are on the events page of the 
BMAA website.

Czech in Pole position
CZECH aviation journalist and long-dis-
tance pilot Jiří Pruša has flown a Shark 
to the North Pole.

He left Longyearbyen, Svalbard, at 
8.46am on 4 July, and reached the Pole 
at 1.51pm. 

The aircraft was prepared at the Shark 
Aero factory in Senica, Slovakia, including 
expedition-specific equipment, commu-
nication preparation and an auxiliary 
fuel system. 

The factory also integrated Starlink 
into the aircraft, enabling live communi-
cation throughout the flight.

“When you are flying over the Arctic 
Ocean, there is no room for mistakes. 
Everything has to be prepared perfectly 
— and then you just trust the aircraft and 
keep going,” Jiří said after the flight.

“Jiří’s flight shows what the Shark was 
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created for: speed, effi  ciency, range and 
the ability to take a pilot far beyond ordi-
nary desti nati ons,” said Petr Hýl, Shark 
Director of Sales and Marketi ng. 

“This was not only a test of an aircraft , 
but also of preparation, discipline and 
courage. We are extremely proud that 
Jiří chose Shark for such an extraordinary 
mission.”

Shark in transplant 
mercy dash
NOT quite the North Pole, but still 
impressive: Shark pilot Nigel Charles has 
achieved a remarkable life-saving mission 
transporting vital transplant packages 
across the UK.

Flying on behalf of Civil Air Support, he 
collected a package from Wolverhampton 
and delivered it to Dundee, then fl ew two 
more from there to Elstree in a Shark he 
collected only a few months ago from The 
Light Aircraft  Company in Norfolk.

“Someti mes the true value of an air-
craft  cannot be measured in speed, range 

or fuel consumpti on alone. Someti mes 
it is measured in the diff erence it makes 
to people’s lives,” said TLAC MD Paul 
Hendry-Smith.

“Flying solo to maximise payload and 
efficiency, Nigel completed the entire 
operati on in just fi ve hours and 30 min-
utes, covering 814 miles, while consum-
ing only 100 litres of unleaded fuel and 
averaging 150mph. 

“This equates to an average fuel con-
sumpti on of just 18 litres per hour, a fi g-
ure that many family cars would struggle 
to match over a similar distance.

“After completing the mission and 
maintaining a 45-minute legal fuel 
reserve, the Shark sti ll had suffi  cient fuel 
remaining for approximately another 
three hours of fl ight.

“The aircraft ’s advanced autopilot sys-
tem played an important role in reducing 
pilot workload.

“For Nigel, however, the mission was 
never about stati sti cs. It was about sup-
porti ng a cause that matt ers.

“Civil Air Support volunteers donate 

their time, expertise and resources to 
assist organisati ons involved in humanitar-
ian, medical and community support acti v-
iti es. Their work oft en goes unseen by the 
public, yet the impact can be profound.

“The Light Aircraft  Company is proud to 
see Shark owners using their aircraft  in ways 
that extend far beyond recreati onal fl ying. 

“Nigel Charles’ mission serves as a 
powerful reminder that aviati on is ulti -
mately about people. 

“Behind every fl ight plan, every mile 
fl own and every litre of fuel consumed, 
there are individuals whose lives may be 
changed forever by the ti mely delivery of 
a criti cal transplant package.

“On this occasion, one pilot, one air-
craft  and one day’s fl ying helped ensure 
that life-saving medical procedures could 
conti nue. That is aviati on at its very best.”

Biggles and the great 
plane hunt 
CHRIS Lent and Rob Stark, previous 
two-ti me Microlight Trophy winners of 
the Pooleys Internati onal Dawn to Dusk 
Competi ti on, faced disaster when their 
Zenair Zodiac was destroyed by a freak 
50-knot gust that tore through Rochester 
Airport in late March. 

“I was devastated. The wind flipped 
ZODY onto the perimeter fence and 
effectively broke her back. She was a 

Jiř í  Pruš a climbing aboard the Shark in Svalbard. Next stop, the North Pole

You really wouldn’t want an engine failure hereOver the North PoleJiř í ’s route from Svalbard to the Pole

Nigel Charles, left, at Dundee Airport 
with Civil Air Support Chairman Archie 
Liggat and vital transplant packages
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